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Standing in the packed theatre of the Metepenagiag Heritage Centre, Emmy-winning cinematographer Rick Rosenthal narrates footage
of ﬁsh, dolphins and whales he ﬁlmed in the Paciﬁc and Atlantic oceans.

Film: Salmon documentary features Miramichi

from A1

by the bubbles produced by scuba equipment. When doing free diving he may go as deep as 30 feet and film there
for 30 to 45 seconds.
He told of an incredible scene he experienced off the
Azores while filming Deep Blue. Early one still morning,
sea life above and below water suddenly converged into
what Rosenthal called “the Grand Bait Ball.” He freedove and filmed tuna herding sardines into a huge ball,
dolphins arriving to join the meal and seabirds plunging
deep into the melee. Underwater it was a frenzy of birds
and finned predators grabbing fish.
“This is the ocean working together, rarely seen,” he
said.
“The birds were ‘flying’ underwater. Some came up to
me and I was like, ‘I can’t help you, I’m holding my breath
too!’”
As if that wasn’t enough, amidst all this a large sei
whale appeared in front of their cameras and opened its
massive baleen jaws to feed.
One would think that would be the highlight of an
ocean cinematographer’s career, but for Rosenthal, one
of his most magical moments was filming a much smaller
creature.
Filming one night he had a rare encounter with a baby
sailfish. Another cameraman shot footage of Rosenthal
putting his hand under the little sailfish, about the size of
his pinky, as the pointy-snouted creature swam back and
forth over his hand.
“You’re supposed to say ‘ahhhh’” he prompted his audience with a chuckle. “That was really one of the greatest
moments of filming for me.”
Lately Rosenthal has also been busy filming Hot Tuna,
a documentary about bluefin, yellowfin and skipjack tuna.
He accompanied PEI herring fishermen last August and
filmed the bluefins following the fish. Beneath the green
murky water, tuna sped through what looked like a snowstorm, grabbing fish. Rosenthal said the “snow” was scales
from the netted herring.
Large tuna can run at 1,000 pounds or more, he said.
There are still some blue fin tuna measuring seven to
eight feet long in the Atlantic but “there are not many
giants left.”
So why “hot tuna” as a title for the tuna film? “Their
blood runs hot like a mammal,” Rosenthal said of the
larger tuna species such as blue fin. “It enables them to
go to cold and warm water” from the tropics to the North
Atlantic. Most fish, such as salmon, are cold-blooded and
are adapted to a much more limited temperature range.

Miramichi footage

Rosenthal and documentary producer Deirdre Brennan are in Miramichi this spring to shoot to film more
footage for a major international documentary, “Atlantic
Salmon - Lost at Sea.” They’re filming salmon smolts as
well as striped bass, seals, fish-eating birds and animals,
and aerial shots of the river. They were here last fall to
shoot footage as well.
Rosenthal showed some of his Canadian footage including underwater scenes of salmon swimming along
gravel-bottomed Miramichi tributaries.
The story of the Atlantic salmon is of interest to everyone in the Miramichi region, not just anglers, said Mark
Hambrook of the Miramichi Salmon Association. “The
salmon is a big part of our heritage.”
“The film is going to tell the story of the mystery of
their life in the ocean, why they are dying and why there
are fewer and fewer returns,” said Brennan. “More salmon return to this river than to any other river in North
America,” she continued.
The Miramichi footage will become part of the North
American content for the international film along with
footage of Atlantic salmon in Europe and the Atlantic
Ocean. Of the 14 rivers featured there are four in Ireland,
three in Scotland and four in Norway. The Miramichi,
the Cascapédia River on Quebec’s Gaspé Peninsula and
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The rescue boat, shown above, will be used for police patrols at peak times.

Patrols: ‘Common sense’ plan
from A1

Castletown Productions producer Deirdre Brennan and cinematographer Rick Rosenthal were at the Metepenagiag Heritage Centre
Wednesday night for a public screening of some of Rosenthal’s
underwater camerawork in the Atlantic and Paciﬁc oceans as well
as in the Miramichi River. The Miramichi footage wil be part of a
documentary Atlantic Salmon: Lost at Sea.

“In the grand scheme of things,
boat plus engines, it’s relatively cheap
to replace those,” he said.
Harris, the vice chairman of the
city’s Protective Services Committee,
said there had been confusion over
the years whether Miramichi or the
federal government had the responsibility to patrol the city’s waterways,
hence the delay in reaching the new
arrangement.
He said the sharing idea came
about after talks between the two
chiefs, and made sense given the
city’s difficult financial state.
“Instead of going out to buy another boat with our very tough budget,
and our spending, we already have a

boat at our disposal,” he said.
City manager David Dick said it
was “common sense” to share the
boat, given the city’s limited resources.
“It makes sense that when we
need the boat on the water for the
police department, it’s there, and
when it comes to rescue it’s still the
responsibility of the fire department
to provide that service,” he said.
He added he would like to see
more coordination of vehicle use between other city departments, where
appropriate.
“We’re here to provide the best
level of service that we can to the taxpayer, and that’s what we’re attempting to do,” he said.

Maine’s Penobscot River are the three North American
choices.
Footage shot last summer tells of the stress salmon
experienced when low water levels and extended high
temperatures raised river temperatures to potentially fatal
levels. Salmon thrive in water temperatures between 13
and 19 degrees Celsius but will begin to die when the
water gets to 21 degrees and above.
Since the documentary is about the mystery of what
happens to salmon at sea and why so many seem to be
disappearing there instead of returning to North American and European rivers, much of the filming is done in
the open ocean. Salmon range over a huge area of the
North Atlantic, feeding around Greenland and across 10
million square kilometres between the Labrador Sea, the
Irminger and Greenland seas and the Denmark Strait
east to the Norwegian and Barents seas, according to the
documentary’s website, www.atlanticsalmonlostatsea.net.
Brennan said the Castletown Productions plans to return to Miramichi when the film is completed.
“We look forward to coming back and doing a premier
of the film in this community - we hope that’s sometime
in 2012.”

Karasek Dance Studios
presents...

Dancing
Through
Life
SATURDAY
JUNE 4TH
Carrefour
Beausoleil
School Theatre
Matinee at 2 p.m.
Evening Show at 7:30 p.m.
ADVANCE TICKETS:
Books Inn, Newcastle
Scotts Drug Store, Chatham
or call 622-1361

4824748R

WIN A DREAM COTTAGE OR $50,000
Ticket Packages

TO GET TICKETS:

• At the Cottage
• Tel: 778-2444
• Web: WinDreamCottage.com

TICKETS

Draw date: July 29
ON LINE: WinDreamCottage.com
(506)778-2444 or 1-855-778-2444

1 for $25
3 for $60
10 for $100

ADD TAG

$5
$10
$20

Limited: 300 sets of
25 tickets for $200
Tag is $25 on bundles
of 25 tickets
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