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Documentary: Filmmakers say Miramichi an important part of salmon’s ‘kingdom’
From page 1

Brennan said the film’s concept
really originated in Europe and
most of the filming was going to be
on that continent, such as in Iceland and Greenland, but it became
clear to really understand the state
of salmon they had to view the entire “kingdom” of the fish.
“North America is just such an
important part of that kingdom
and it would be wonderful to compare what’s going on on both sides
of the Atlantic.”
Hambrook called the filming a
success and is hoping for more opportunities as the week continues.
On Sunday they monitored the
DFO index trap for the northwest
Miramichi, he explained.
“The way they get the estimate
of how many fish are coming back
is they tag all of the fish that they
catch in that trap,” he said.
“For example, in Red Bank, if 10

per cent of the fish that they catch
there are tagged then they know
at the DFO index trap that they’re
getting 10 per cent of the fish going by, and that way they can get
an estimate for the total number
fish for the year.”
While problems have been
found in the river, Hambrook said
the documentary is a more science-based film, focusing on the
problems that happen to salmon
when they go to the ocean.
“Of course you just can’t talk
about the ocean, you’ve got to talk
about where the fish come from.
And that’s what this story is
about, is more the science behind
it all and trying to figure out where
fish are dying in the ocean,” he
said.
“Certainly we’re pleased that the
Miramichi is going to be included
in this documentary because it’ll
have a worldwide audience.”
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A documentary filming crew shoots film from a boat on the Miramichi River. The video is a part of a documentary on the Atlantic salmon
and includes the Miramichi area.

Firefighting techniques demonstrated during weekend training
Firefighters attend
workshop in Miramichi
By Lucas McInnis

mcinnis.lucas@miramichileader.com

MIRAMICHI — It was a weekend of barreling smoke, fully engulfed rooms and crashing through
walls for the men and women attending the New Brunswick Annual
Firefighter Workshop.
On Friday and Saturday the annual event was held for the 13th
time, averaging over 200 firefighters, with theory on Friday and practical work on Saturday.
After 13 years, Mario Durette of
the Plaster Rock Fire Department
and a member of the organization
committee, who has been involved
for about a decade, said more money is being poured into the training
and it appears to be getting bigger
each year.
“A lot of the stuff that some departments cannot do on their own
because either it costs too much
money or it’s too involved or specialized techniques and stuff ... you
need guys who are trained to know
that stuff,” Durette explained.
“When you come here, then you
can learn what the guys know and
see the props that they built and
stuff.”
A trailer in the back of the large
lot has a flashover simulator, recently acquired from Halifax, flashovers
being near simultaneous ignition of

all combustible material, which Durette noted as one of the biggest killers of firefighters.
“You see the evolution of this
flashover up to the point where it
rolls over your head and stuff and
you get to feel the heat and know
when it’s getting too dangerous.”
It may be a workshop, but Durette
stressed the possible dangers on the
training weekend are still real.
“The flashover simulator, if it’s
not done right it could really flashover, and you don’t want that,” he
said.
“What this trailer does is it teaches you the level just before that,
where you feel the heat and you see
the signs of a flashover occurring,
and you want to make sure you put
out that fire the right way.”
The workshop was held at the
Forest Training Centre on O’Keefe
Road, the Fire Training Centre
(FTC) at Morrison Cove, NBCC
Miramichi and the wharf near the
Rodd Inn.
At the FTC, simulations and
training sessions were set up to test
and train the many firefighters in attendance.
Some areas were entirely engulfed in smoke, impossible to see
through, which those training had
to navigate through.
There was also a chance for firefighters to work on cutting through
a school bus and a simulation on
getting through small areas of walls,
complete with testing floors and how

to not get stuck with the equipment
still strapped to your body.
The weekend had about 230 new
and veteran firefighters.
“The skills are important, because
some bigger departments have the
money to train so they train more
regularly and some smaller departments are challenged ... so training
is not as involved,” Durette said.
“You get all those new skills or
those things that you’ve seen, you
can bring back to the rest of your
department.”
Durette noted the thousands of
firefighters in the province, volunteers and paid, and the 250 who attend the workshop would be provided the techniques to return to their
departments and teach others.
“It’s always positive feedback, the
guys are very interested,” he said.
“All inspectors have a comment
sheet and we want people to fill
them.”
When the sheets are filled, the
many instructors sit down and review the sheets and decide what
could be implemented or changed
in the next year.
The day the workshop ends, talks
already begin over what was successful and what wasn’t and plans
begin for the next workshop, which
is entirely volunteer-based.
“Throughout the year there are
different meetings over time to see
what we’re going to do and start putting it together and finding instructors to do it.”
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Bryce Firlotte demonstrates to students how to properly punch out and crawl through
a wall in order to exit an engulfed room. With so much equipment on and wires going
through the walls, firefighters must be careful when moving through such a small area.
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Report: ‘Communities in Crisis’ tracks region’s job losses

Stolen wood splitter
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Between the UPM and Weyerhaeuser
Mills, more than 1,400 people were employed, with 1,000 more at Atcon and
Sunny Corner, as well as many seasonal
jobs in the fishery, not to mention tourism.
Government jobs abounded as well, the
report goes on, between the headquarters
of Regional Health Authority B and the
gun registry.
“Miramichi was, for a long time, a relatively prosperous city compared with the
rest of northeastern New Brunswick,” the
report notes.
Then came the crash. Between 2004
and 2008, the report states the number of
people employed dropped from 17,600 to
10,300, a 40 per cent decline.
The forest sector was hardest hit. In
the 36 months or so before the global crisis hit, 2,000 direct jobs were lost, along
with many indirect jobs, thanks to decline
in demand.
Between August 2008 and August 2009
alone, 3,100 jobs were lost.
Of sixty companies and government institutions in the Miramichi, only 40 were
left by the end of summer 2009.
“We were decimated at that point,” the
report quotes George Estey from the Miramichi and District Labour Council as
saying of the UPM closure in 2008. “And
it did affect a lot of people.”
The report notes the most devastating
part of those losses is that they have been
permanent, in manufacturing as well as
forestry.
The “almost total shutdown” of manufacturing on the Miramichi has led to a
“permanent exodus” out west.
“They have ... taken their knowledge,
skills and experience, which are needed
for the economic and social development
of a community,” the report said.
The lack of manpower, whether permanently out west or temporarily elsewhere

Police

On Sept. 13 at 1:55 p.m., Miramichi Police Force
officers responded to Island View Drive following a report of a wood splitter stolen from a shed in Nelson.
The splitter, a 36-inch King electric model, coloured
black and blue, was in an unlocked woodshed under
an orange tarp and was only recently purchased by its
owner. Anyone with information is asked to call the Miramichi Police Force at 623-2124.

Fight in progress

On Sept. 14 at 4:20 a.m., Miramichi Police Force
responded to the Irving on King Street after a report
of a fight in progress. One individual remained at the
scene and another fled in a dump truck. The matter is
under investigation.

File photo

Canadian Labour Congress researcher Sylvain Schetagne was in Miramichi last summer to compile a report
on the effects of Miramichi’s economic downturn. His report, “Communities in Crisis,” is due out today.

in New Brunswick, has meant a lack of
bodies for volunteers in sporting and community events.
The report notes that those who remained typically took lower paying jobs
elsewhere in the community, such as at
the dairy or call centres, as truck drivers,
maintenance and production workers.
The report notes in the initial wave of
layoffs, workers were helped by good severance packages and EI benefits, although
the report includes interviews with former
union officials who say the federal government “clawed back every dime” of severance money it could.
Even then, the layoffs hit single mothers and near-retirees the hardest.
For those with medical issues such as
diabetes or pacemakers, for themselves
or their families, the loss of benefits hit
hardest.
And as unemployment deepens, the effect on families is also notable.
“Violence and hunger are among the
most striking consequences,” the report
writes, adding organizations assisting

abused women say shelters are at capacity, while clients of the Miramichi Food
Bank are multiplying.
Some took advantage of government
retraining programs, but the report said
the results were mixed at best.
And the report says the coming year
was expected to be even harder, with EI
payments running out for many, with
many of those laid off still in debt.
Many, the report said, were angry at the
idea of bailouts for larger companies, and
increased employment at call centres was
seen as a temporary solution at best.
But even with all the factors pushing
Miramichiers out of their home region,
the report said they still want to live here.
“No matter what the prospects, there
nevertheless exists a strong feeling of attachment to the region, and this feeling
... will undoubtedly be one of the factors
that will allow Miramichi to survive this
hurricane,” the report reads.
The report was due to be released at 11
a.m. today at Morrissy Hall, located in the
Howard Johnson at 1 Jane St.
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